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AFI has increased the size of its current business by 50% 
following an £85m refinancing that has led to the simultaneous 
acquisition of access platform hire companies Hi-Reach in the 
UK and Access Rental Gulf in the Middle East.

The refinancing has been supported by an 
investment in excess of £30m by Rutland 
Partners, giving them a majority shareholding 
in the enlarged AFI group. 

Our existing management team have 
collectively reinvested £13m in the group 
and are fully committed to working closely 
together with Rutland to further develop 
the group in the years ahead.

Hi-Reach has a fleet of 1,500 machines 
and an annual turnover of £10m and 
Access Rental Gulf has a £4m annual 
turnover and a fleet of 400 machines.  
AFI Chairman David Shipman and Group 
Business Development Director Nick 
Selley established Access Rental Gulf as a 
standalone operation, managed by Chris 
Light, in Dubai in late 2007. 

Nick Selley said: “These developments have 
increased our group’s annual turnover from 
around £30m to almost £50m and our 
fleet from 3,700 machines to over 5,500.  

Although AFI has acquired several companies 
during recent years, the Hi-Reach acquisition 
is by far our largest deal to date and it 
emphasises how we are well positioned to 
capitalise on opportunities as they develop 
in the market place.”

As has been the case with previous 
acquisitions such as AJ Rentals, UTN Training 
and Instant Training, AFI will retain the  
Hi-Reach name in recognition of how the 
company is highly regarded in the market 
place. 

Hi-Reach operates from eight locations 
throughout the UK, including its headquarters 
in Swindon. Hi-Reach Managing Director Paul 
Richards will work with AFI on a consultancy 
basis going forward.

Mr Selley said: “Hi-Reach’s customers will 
have the added advantage of having access 
to AFI’s 20 training centres throughout the 
UK and our team of 15 full time trainers.  
In addition, they will also have ready access 

to one of the most modern and versatile 
powered access hire fleets in the UK, 
together with a comprehensive range of new 
and used machines for sale, and AFI finance 
packages.” 

Mr Selley pointed out that bringing Access 
Rental Gulf into the AFI group of companies 
would bring benefits to both sides.

He said: “AFI has the infrastructure in place 
to support the continued growth of Access 
Rental Gulf. At the same time, whilst trading 
conditions in the UK remain challenging, 
Access Rental Gulf is experiencing strong 
demand in its main markets of Dubai, Abu 
Dhabi and Saudi Arabia.” 

(Continued on Page 2)
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Contractors working on a major bridge 
construction project in the Midlands hired 
seven AFI boom lifts to enable them to 
access the extensive site. 

Cleveland Bridge UK ordered the AFI 
machines for a contract to supply five 
bridges as part of the expansion of the 
Nottingham Express Transit tramline system.

To overcome the problem of accessing 
part of the site over a flood relief channel, 
Cleveland Bridge UK has hired a JLG 800AJ 
boom, which has a horizontal outreach of 
15.74m and a platform height of 24.38m.

Ronnie Long, Cleveland Bridge UK 
Project Manager, said: “We have also 
hired five Haulotte HA16PX boom lifts 
from AFI because they have very good 
manoeuvrability and provide sufficient reach 
for us to work on the bridge structures.”

Some of Cleveland Bridge UK’s work takes 
place at night and because it is near to 
domestic properties there is a requirement 
to keep decibel levels down. For this 
element of the work, the company has hired 
a quieter bi-energy boom from AFI.

Nottingham Express Transit’s project to 
extend the city’s tramlines to the South and 
South West of the City is due to open in 
late 2014.

AFI supplied the SanctuaryZone anti-
entrapment device, together with powered 
access units, to ensure the safety of 
contractors erecting steelwork for a new 
school under construction in Basildon, 
Essex.PDF Services Ltd hired two 16m 

Seven AFI 
booms at 
work on 
bridge 
contract

SanctuaryZone goes to school
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Even though Hi-Reach is now part of the 
AFI group of companies, it will continue to 
trade as Hi-Reach and will keep all existing 
depot telephone numbers, which are:

• East Midlands: 01623 722 700

• London (Gateway): 01375 383 735

• London (Heathrow): 0208 755 4477

Haulotte boom lifts from AFI fitted with 
SanctuaryZone and also purchased two 
further SanctuaryZone units to fit onto 
its own Genie booms for work at the 
Woodlands School in Basildon.

• North East: 01388 770 400

• North West: 01942 721 254

• Scotland: 01501 740 480

• South: 01793 766 744

• Wales: 029 2046 0064

• West Midlands: 0121 520 5290

Refinancing and acquisition (from Page 1)



AFI has purchased 35 new Niftylift machines, 
including five HR21 hybrid models (pictured 
right) which represent a new generation of 
environmentally conscious work platforms.

Our purchase of the Niftylift machines 
has increased the anti-entrapment options 
available to our customers because all are 
fitted with the electronic SiOPS safety system.

Whilst SiOPS will only be available on the 
new Niftylift machines in our fleet, we also 
continue to offer the Tier 1 SanctuaryZone 
anti-entrapment system which can be fitted 
to boom lifts within the AFI fleet. 

SiOPS helps to prevent sustained involuntary 
operation of the controls on boom lifts 
when the operator is crushed between an 
overhead obstacle and the machine’s active 
controls. 

AFI has licensed Aerial and Handling Services 
Ltd of Betchworth, Surrey, to further develop 
and sell the WorkZone range of safety and 
security devices.

The agreement covers the following 
WorkZone products:

• SanctuaryZone, which prevents the  
 operator of a mobile elevating work  
 platform from being crushed.

• KeyZone, which prevents unauthorised  
 use of a machine.

•  SmartZone, which controls and monitors  
 the use of powered access.

AFI Director Nick Higgins said: “AFI is proud 
of the development of the WorkZone 
range, particularly SanctuaryZone, which 
we believe has already prevented at least 
one serious crushing incident. However, our 
primary business is powered access machine 
hire, sales and training, and we recognised 
that the WorkZone range could be further 
developed if we transferred the licence to a 
company with the skill sets required for this 
type of work.”

AFI buys new and greener  
machines for its fleet

More anti-entrapment options

AFI transfers 
WorkZone licence

Call us on 08707 511005P3

Aerial and Handling Services Director Ian 
Harding said: “AFI contacted us about 
WorkZone because they already knew about 
the products we had developed and are 
actively marketing, such as the deckRailXtra 
materials handling attachment. 

“Realising that we had the right ‘can 
do’ attitude along with the necessary 
engineering/professional skills and industry 
contacts to succeed, it made sense for 
AFI to offer us the chance to acquire the 
WorkZone licence as we already have a 
business and philosophy to build on the 
success that AFI has already enjoyed.”

The SiOPS control panel is equipped to 
detect any significant load on the platform’s 
controls or console – if a load is detected 
the machine will shut down, with the foot 
pedal and enable button deactivated. 

This gives the operator time to consider 
his position and then operate an override 
switch and operate the machine in a safe 
direction to free himself or move out of 
danger. If for any reason he is unable to do 
this himself the machine’s lower controls can 
be used by those on the ground to lower 
the operator to safety.

With Hi-Reach being part of AFI we now 
offer additional machines to our fleet, 
including scissors, booms, track mount 
machines and the following JCB telehandlers:

• 520-40 4.0m • 535-95 9.5m • 533-105 
10.2m • 535-140 13.8m • 540-170 16.7m.  
For more information visit  
www.hi-reach.co.uk 

All telehandler operators must possess an 
NVQ. Through our ITS Training operation, 
we offer Level 2 NVQs in Telehandlers 
(plant operations). This NVQ is fully funded 
(subject to eligibility). For more information 
contact ITS on 0845 177 8001.

Telehandlers  
join our fleet

AFI’s purchase of Niftylift machines includes 
five HR21 hybrid models.

On diesel, the all-wheel-drive hybrid boom’s 
system can automatically utilise its electric 
motor to boost power whenever needed. 
This allows the machine to operate with a 
smaller engine, reducing fuel consumption, 
and its exhaust purification system then 
further reduces CO/NOx, particulates, and 
noise emissions.

A first for the AFI fleet, the HR21 can also 
operate on battery alone, making it ideal 
for indoor, quiet or clean applications. AFI’s 
Niftylift machine purchase also includes 
HR10, HR12 and HR15N models.



AFI Resale – our new and used machine 
sales operation – has achieved a milestone 
by selling its 2,000th powered access 
machine.

The 2004 Skyjack SJ4632 scissor lift was 
sold to Studio Schemes Ltd, a studio design 
and build company based in Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire. AFI Resale marked the 
occasion by presenting the company with a 
certificate, champagne and a complimentary 
service maintenance agreement.

Studio Schemes Ltd are machine hire 
customers of AFI but decided to purchase 
on this occasion because the machine was 
needed for a long-term contract.

Since being formed six years ago, AFI 
Resale’s sales have grown by more than 35% 
each year. AFI Director Richard Saunders 
said: “We are experiencing strong demand 
from companies wanting to buy used 
and new machines, both in the UK and 
overseas.”

AFI Resale has seen strong export growth, 
with sales being particularly impressive in 
Eastern Europe and the Far East.

“We have increased our market share by 
providing the right machines at the right 
prices and also by venturing into new 
overseas markets,” said Mr Saunders.

Whilst used machine sales dominate the 
market, AFI is also growing its new machines 
sales business and now has a stock of new 
scissor and boom lifts at our Wakefield 
depot for immediate delivery.

For both new or used machine sales, we 
offer our own range of hire purchase, 
finance lease and operating lease schemes 
to make it quicker and easier for companies 
to buy. Whenever you buy a powered 
access machine from AFI Resale it comes 
fully inspected with a six month LOLER 
certificate and the option to purchase a 
service maintenance agreement.

Example LOLER certificates and service 
history documents can be found on the 
Resale website: www.afi-resale.co.uk

AFI Resale reaches 
2,000th machine sale 
landmark
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AFI acquired Wilson Access Hire Ltd, of 
Elland in West Yorkshire earlier this year.

Wilson Access has been in operation for 10 
years and has a fleet of 14 truck mounts 
and three track mounted booms, ranging 
from 20m to 53m working height.

AFI Director Richard Saunders said: “Wilson 
Access Hire is a well-run, quality business 
with a well maintained and modern 
powered access fleet and a strong presence 
in the North. Wilson Access is highly 
regarded and in recognition of this, we are 
retaining the Wilson name.” 

For more information about truck and track 
mounts, contact Wilson Access Hire on 
0844 288 9338 www.wilsonaccess.co.uk

AFI acquires Wilson Access

AFI Director Richard Saunders (right) with Stuart Wood of Studio Schemes.

The acquisition strengthens 
AFI’s presence in the truck 
and track mount sector.



AFI’s national and international launch of the 
innovative SanctuaryZone anti-entrapment 
device helped us to win the Contribution 
to Safe Working at Height award at the 
International Awards for Powered Access 
(IAPA) Summit, held in Miami in March.

AFI Director Nick Selley said: “We are 
proud of our commitment to promoting 
Health & Safety best practice throughout the 
working at height sector, and our success in 
the IAPA awards shows that our efforts are 
being recognised at an international level.”

This year’s IAPA judges were Enrica Pege, 
Director of Venpa; Stefan Kulawik, Managing 
Director of Palfinger Platforms; Ebbe 
Christensen, President of Reachmaster ; 
Wayne Lawson, IPAF President; and Ken 
Pustizzi, Chief Executive Officer of Trico Lift.

Brad Boehler, CEO of Skyjack, presented the 
award to AFI. The judges commented that 
AFI’s SanctuaryZone device has made an 
important contribution to safety.

As well as developing SanctuaryZone, AFI 
also plays a proactive role in all aspects of 
promoting safe working at height. This has 
included organising customer safety days 
and safety workshops, trialing the new IPAF 
Smart PAL Card in conjunction with the 
SmartZone card reader system to help 
prevent unauthorised use of MEWPs, and 
regularly producing HSEQ bulletins to give 
customers and non customers safety advice.

We are also one of the industry’s leading 
providers of IPAF and PASMA working at 
height training. During 2012 we trained 
7,000 IPAF delegates and 2,500 PASMA 
delegates. 

AFI won the IAPA Safety Champion award 
last year, and this year we were shortlisted 
for that award and also for the Access 
Rental Company of the Year award. We were 
also a finalist in the Access & Scaffolding 
category of the Construction News Specialist 
Awards 2013 and we gained a Bronze award 
in this year’s RoSPA Occupational Health and 
Safety Awards.

AFI has achieved the highest 5 star 
Achilles ‘BuildingConfidence’ rating for the 
second consecutive year following a recent 
reassessment. 

Five stars are only awarded to suppliers who 
comply with all aspects of the certification 
for two or more consecutive years. 

To gain the general accreditation, companies 
have to demonstrate a high level of 
competence in the following areas – health 
& safety, quality assurance and control, 
environmental management, business 
continuity, sub-contractor and supplier 
management, social and ethical controls, and 
plant and equipment management.

AFI Health & Safety Manager Brian Parker 
said: “Gaining the highest 5 star rating for 
the second year in a row is a fantastic 
achievement and to have passed our 
reassessment for the BuildingConfidence 
accreditation for the sixth year running is a 
testament to all who work at AFI.”

5 Star rating for second year

AFI wins top 
IAPA safety 
award

More success  
for AFI in other 
major award 
schemes
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Pictured at the IAPA awards presentation are (l–r) Brad Boehler, CEO of Skyjack; Nick Selley, AFI 
Director ; and Brian Parker, AFI Health & Safety Manager.



AFI’s training business has been particularly 
busy during recent months – launching 
new websites for AFI Training and UTN 
Training and offering new courses and NVQ 
qualifications, including those featured on 
these pages.

Our new websites – www.afi-training.co.uk 
and www.utntraining.co.uk – provide a fresh 
new look, easy to use navigation features, 
new photography and smartphone-friendly 
functionality.

• A Special Offers section shows late  
 availability offers and other training  
 promotions

•  A Quick Search function enables you to  
 search for courses by category, course,  
 month and location 

•  Types and dates of courses at our four  
 open course venues are also available  
 for quick download, and an interactive  
 map helps you to easily locate all our  
 training venues.

AFI attended the International Materials 
Handling Exhibition in March, where we 
launched an NVQ in pallet racking systems.

The benefits to the learner include 
understanding how to:

•  Interpret and assess given information

•  Understand health & safety legislation  
 and recognise accident reporting   
 procedures

•  Maintain safe working practices

•  Clearly understand the types of   
 resources required

•  Minimise the risk of damage to the  
 surrounding area.

The NVQ Level 2 in pallet racking is 
fully funded (subject to eligibility). NVQs 
are designed to help develop skills and 
knowledge to carry out a job safely and 
effectively. They are based on national 
standards within the construction sector 
where the government requires employers 
to assess employee competency.

For further information about this new 
NVQ contact us on 0845 177 8001 or 
email nvq@training-its.co.uk

New websites and 
new courses from 
AFI Training

AFI launches NVQ  
in pallet racking 
systems at materials 
handling exhibition
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AFI Training has launched a new Driver’s 
Hours module covering the application of 
regulations, including daily and weekly rest 
periods, the use of digital and analogue 
tachographs and recording of other driver 
activities. 

The course is designed for LGV drivers of 
vehicles of 7.5 tonne upwards. Everyone 
who attends the course will qualify for 
seven of the required 35 hours needed to 
complete the driver CPC qualification.

*To claim 10% off this course, call 08707 
871 511 quoting CPC/10. This offer can 
only be used once and is not available 
in conjunction with any other offers or 
discounts. Training needs to be booked by 
31 August 2013 and taken by 31 December 
2013. AFI reserves the right to withdraw or 
amend this offer at any time.

Save £75 on New 
Roads & Street 
Works training 
course

10%* off  
Driver’s CPC 
Hours module
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Check out our new training websites:  
www.afi-training.co.uk  
www.utntraining.co.uk  

They are packed with user-friendly features.

Here’s your opportunity to save £75 on 
bookings for our New Roads & Street 
Works training course.

Courses are available in our London East 
depot for both operators and supervisors, 
and the course provides delegates with the 
skills and knowledge to perform duties to 
the standards prescribed by SQA and in line 
with the NRSWA Act 1991.

On completion of the course delegates will 
receive an SQA certificate and a SWQR 
card.

To claim your £75 discount call us on 
08707 871 511 quoting NRSWA/75. For full 
terms and conditions visit our website:  
www.afi-training.co.uk

Operating across the UK from 20 training 
locations, AFI offers a range of courses 
for industry, construction and maintenance 
sectors that are delivered by directly 
employed AFI staff who have all worked in 
the industry for many years. 

Within our network we have four open 
course venues located within easy access 
for the majority of the UK. They are 
London East, Birmingham, Liverpool and 
Wakefield and they cover subjects such as 
Health & Safety, Site Safety, Confined Spaces, 
IPAF, PASMA and many more specialised 
areas. Visit www.afi-training.co.uk for more 
information.

New open course 
locations



1. Birmingham 
t  0121 525 7226  
f  0121 525 5547 
e  birmingham.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

2. Caldicot
t  01291 437 710  
f  01291 423 930 
e  caldicot.depot@aj-rentals.co.uk

3. East Midlands 
t  0115 975 3064  
f  0115 975 5387 
e  eastmidlands.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

4. Exeter
t  01392 255 211  
f  01392 253 377 
e  southwest.depot@aj-rentals.co.uk

5. Hull
t  01482 341 799 
f  01482 345 099 
e  hull.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

6. Liverpool
t  0151 545 2190 
f  0151 545 2199 
e  liverpool.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

7. London East
t  01277 812 976  
f  01277 814 568 
e 	londoneast.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

8. London South
t  01732 781 034  
f  01732 887 425 
e  londonsouth.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

9. London West
t  01753 783 744  
f  01753 650 808 
e  londonwest.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

10. Manchester
t  0161 707 7895  
f  0161 707 7896 
e  manchester.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

11. Milton Keynes
t  01908 670 237  
f  01908 669 408 
e  miltonkeynes.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

12. North East
t  0191 419 0757  
f  0191 416 5513 
e  northeast.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

13. Peterborough
t  01733 206 638  
f  01733 205 791 
e  peterborough.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

14. Preston
t  01772 709 731  
f  01772 759 488 
e  preston.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

15. Scotland
t  01698 844 655  
f  01698 748 036 
e  scotland.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

16. Southampton
t  08701 126 833  
f  08701 126 844 
e  southampton.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

17. Swansea
t  01792 312 140 
f  01792 793 994 
e  swansea.depot@aj-rentals.co.uk

18. Wakefield
t  01924 224 380 
f  01924 891 032 
e  wakefield.depot@afi-uplift.co.uk

19. Wakefield 
Head Office & Training Centre
t  08707 871 513 
f  01924 347 563 
e  info@afi-uplift.co.uk

20. Castle Donington 
Office & Training Centre
t  01332 855 350
f  01332 696 932
e  marketing@afi-uplift.co.uk

Providing coverage 
throughout the country

t hire 08707 511 005
t training 08707 871 511
e info@afi-uplift.co.uk 
w af i-uplift.co.uk
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